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Wellingborough for Business. Business for Wellingborough

the banks are still very reluctant to loan the money
unless you are a blue chip organisation. 

I have noticed changes in pattern for my own
business. It’s a little bit like a roller coaster ride, one
week you are up and the next you are down, very
unpredictable. Cash flow is one of the most
important parts to running a successful business,
but getting clients to pay on time is not as easy as
it seems, but if we all did it we would find we spend
less time chasing money and more time selling.

Trading locally can also assist our local economy
and help to maintain jobs. On many occasions it is
not possible to buy or sell locally, but if we can
source this way it is sure to have a positive effect.
The FSB (Federation for Small Businesses)
champions this cause.

The Chamber will be launching a new initiative this
Autumn which we hope will help to encourage this
along with attracting new business to the area.

We always welcome feedback from members and
non-members of the chamber, so if you do have
anything to say or would like your business featured
in our future newsletters, get in touch with David
Cross or myself. You will find our details on page 2.

Al Piggot, President

Boom or Gloom?
Well it may not be that way for everyone, but, on
the whole, most businesses I have been speaking
with, have told me that business is on the move
again, upwards and not downwards.

The trend is very encouraging in the small business
sector in the main. However, many small, medium
and large organisations are feeling the pinch at the
loss of business from the public service sector
including local government where contracts have
been lost.

The old saying ‘when the going get’s tough – the
tough get going’ could well be why many small
businesses are thriving. When you run a small
business you do get out of bed early, you do attend
networking groups and you do chase everything
that moves. I’m not saying that larger businesses do
not do the same but there is that personal
ownership that small individuals have that keeps
that energy flowing.

The CBI (Confederation of British Industry) has said
that UK manufacturing is reporting healthy order
books and this is going to continue for some time
yet. The Olympics next year may also be very
profitable for business in our area, especially those
who have been able to supply goods and services.
We would love to hear from you and welcome you
to submit editorial for our next publication in
Autumn.

In fact we welcome any success stories from
chamber members and those who may not as yet
have joined the Wellingborough Chamber of
Commerce.

According to Underwoods Commercial, the sale or
rent of commercial properties is still a little slow;
however, in Wellingborough they have just let two
substantial sites, one being sixty one and a half
thousand feet and the other thirty five thousand
feet. Many small businesses want to expand to
larger premises or purchase new equipment, but
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This production is deliberately not protected by copyright, thus enabling you to
copy your original and circulate within your organisation. Please remember your
organisation is the Chamber Member, this means each of your employees. 
So, enable everyone to read this publication. Extra copies can be provided if
requested. 
The Editor.

Chamber Advice Lines

We are pleased to announce that five of our 
professional members have agreed to offer an advice
line facility for members. This will allow an initial
consultation of around thirty minutes free of any
charge but to qualify members MUST IDENTIFY
themselves as members of THIS CHAMBER. 

The businesses offering their services are: 
Wilson Browne Solicitors 
Oxford Street 
Contact Dick Smart on all matters except criminal
law on 01933 279000 

Marshman Price Business Rescue & Insolvency
Wellingborough 
Contact Alan Price on 01933 270918 

Isis Business Solutions
Venture Court, 2 Debdale Road, Wellingborough 
Contact Mark Hollyman on all financial matters on
0845 345 7785 

R.J.A. Designs Architectural Services 
Wellingborough
Contact Bob Allen on building projects 
(both new and alterations) on 01933 383316

BRI Business Recovery and Insolvency
St James Road, Northampton 
Contact John Warburton for any business recovery
matters on 01604 754352 

Viewpoint
You are invited to have your
say on appropriate topics
concerning business, local
matters, social etc. Contact 
Jane Olds on 01933 440077.
Next issue Autumn 2011,
copy to be received by early
September.

Wellingborough Chamber News
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banks are still very reluctant to loan the money

unless you are a blue chip organization. 
I have noticed changes in pattern for my own

business, it’s a little bit like a roller coaster ride,

one week you are up and the next you are down,

very unpredictable. Cash flow is one of the most

important parts to running a successful business,

but getting clients to pay on time is not as easy as

it seems, but if we all did it we would find we

spend less time chasing money and more time

selling.

Trading locally can also assist our local economy

and help to maintain jobs. On many occasions it is

not possible to buy or sell locally, but if we can

source this way it is sure to have a positive effect.

The FSB (Federation for Small Businesses),

champions this cause.The Chamber will be launching a new initiative this

Autumn which we hope will help to encourage

this along with attracting new business to the

area.

We always welcome feedback from members and

non members of the chamber, so if you do have

anything to say or would like your business

featured in our future newsletters, get in touch

with David Cross or myself. You will find our

details on page 2.

Al Piggot, President

Boom or Gloom!!Well it may not be that way for everyone, but on

the whole most businesses I have been speaking

with, have told me that business is on the move

again, upwards and not downwards.
The trend is very encouraging in the small business

sector in the main, however many small, medium

and large organizations are feeling the pinch at

the loss of business from the public service sector

including local government where contracts have

been lost.
The old saying ‘when the going get tough – the

tough get going’ could well be why many small

businesses are thriving. When you run a small

business you do get out of bed early, you do

attend networking groups and you do chase

everything that moves. I’m not saying that larger

businesses do not do the same but there is that

personal ownership that small individuals have

that keeps that energy flowing.The CBI (Confederation of British Industry) has said

that UK manufacturing is reporting healthy order

books and this is going to continue for some time

yet, The Olympics next year may also be very

profitable for business in our area, especially those

who have been able to supply goods and services.

We would love to hear from you and welcome you

to submit editorial for our next publication in

September.
In fact we welcome any success stories from

chamber members and those who may not as yet

have joined the Wellingborough Chamber of

Commerce.
According to Underwoods Commercial, the sale or

rent of commercial properties is still a little slow,

however in Wellingborough they have just let two

substantial sites, one being sixty one and half

thousand feet and the other 35 thousand feet.

Many small businesses want to expand to larger

premises or purchase new equipment, but the
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How do I know if my
company is insolvent?

As insolvency practitioners, at Marshman Price we are
often asked how to tell if a business is insolvent. There
are two commonly accepted definitions of insolvency: 

• that a business cannot pay its debts when they
are due; or

• that its liabilities exceed its assets. 

Only one of these criteria has to be satisfied although
the two often happen together.

In practice, the odd bill slipping behind because of
delays in receiving payment from customers is not a
serious issue. However, if it becomes the norm that
creditor payments have to be “pushed out” and
juggled, the bank starts bouncing cheques or arrears
of PAYE or VAT mount up, this indicates a more
serious problem. 

The recent court judgment of BNY Corporate
Trustee Services Ltd v Eurosail has clarified that
the fact a company’s liabilities might exceed its assets
is not necessarily evidence of insolvency: the court
held that the company must be past the “point of no
return” in respect of recovering its position for the
second “balance sheet test” to be relevant. It should
however be noted that once a company’s solvency
becomes doubtful, the basis of valuing its assets has
to be revised and the break-up values of assets must
be used instead of open-market values. Obviously this
could have a significant effect on the position.

Insolvency has serious implications for directors, who
can be made personally liable for their company’s
debts if they allow it to trade while insolvent and run
up further debts – they may even be guilty of a
criminal offence! Individuals who go bankrupt can
find their bankruptcy extended or restrictions
imposed upon them if they continue to incur debts
while insolvent.

Failure to pay debts on time may of course be a
symptom of poor systems within the business.
However, if it becomes a regular pattern, it is usually
an indication of a more deep-seated problem, such as
a lack of financial control or working capital, or
simple unprofitability. In any case the business should
seek advice from its own accountants, bank or an
insolvency practitioner.

At Marshman Price, we offer a free one-hour initial
consultation to help business owners identify what
their problems are and offer workable solutions. 
See www.marshmanprice.co.uk or call Alan Price 
on 01933 270918, Gary Pettit on 01604 259574 
or email info@marshmanprice.co.uk in full 
confidentiality.
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The company already manages four centres in the
East Midlands region – Wellingborough Innovation
Centre and three centres in Nottinghamshire – which
form part of a portfolio of 20 centres across the UK
used by over 400 companies. 

Philip Bruce, group managing director of Scott Bader,
said: “Our reputation has been built on technology,
innovation and service to our customers while
working closely with the communities in which we
operate. So we are delighted to announce the launch
of Scott Bader Innovation Centre in partnership with
Oxford Innovation, as part of our strategy to support
the next generation of innovative chemicals
companies and the development of future
technologies.”

Chris Allington, managing director of Oxford
Innovation’s business and innovation centres division,
said: “Working with Scott Bader, our aim is to develop
a thriving innovation centre that is a focal point for
innovation and enterprise at the heart of the
prestigious Scott Bader site. The companies at Scott
Bader Innovation Centre will benefit from a complete
support package as well as the perfect environment
for collaboration with other science and technology
companies.”

The new innovation centre will be managed by Mick
Judge. He said: “We believe that this facility at Scott
Bader Innovation Centre will prove to be very popular
in satisfying an un-met need. I welcome enquiries
from companies who are seeking shared laboratory
space, equipment and offices on flexible terms.”

Companies interested in finding out more about the
innovation centre should contact Mick Judge, 
Centre Manager, on Tel: 01933 303000 
Email: m.judge@oxin.co.uk

New innovation centre marks 60th anniversary 
for Scott Bader

Multinational chemical firm, Scott Bader, has
announced today that it is creating a new innovation
centre for start-up companies in the specialty
chemicals, composites and coatings sectors. Opening
on 1 July, Scott Bader Innovation Centre will 
provide shared laboratory space and high quality
offices in refurbished buildings on the company’s
state-of-the-art R&D headquarters site at Wollaston,
Northamptonshire. 

Scott Bader was founded in 1921, and in 1951,
founder Ernest Bader decided to make it a common
trusteeship company in which all employees had a
stake. Today, Scott Bader is a £180 million 
multinational chemical firm, employing 600 people
with manufacturing sites in Europe, the Middle East
and South Africa. Core products are polyester resins,
structural adhesives and polymers used by firms in the
building, marine and chemical containment sectors. 

Around 20 early stage companies at Scott Bader
Innovation Centre will benefit from shared laboratory
space and high quality offices on flexible terms, as
well as access to investment networks that match
investors to businesses, mentoring and business
planning advice and networking events.

Scott Bader has appointed Oxford Innovation, a
leading operator of business and innovation centres,
to manage the new innovation centre. Oxford
Innovation has an impressive track record in
supporting the growth of innovative companies and
operates the highly successful DiagnOx laboratory
facility in Oxfordshire, which provides shared
laboratory space, equipment, offices and business
support for early stage companies in the medical
diagnostics sector. 
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About Scott Bader Innovation Centre

Scott Bader Innovation Centre provides shared
laboratory space, equipment and offices for 20
companies on Scott Bader’s R&D headquarters site at
Wollaston, Northamptonshire. The site is located
within easy access of the M1 and A45 and within five
minutes from Wellingborough rail station which has a
regular service to London St. Pancras.

Laboratory space, equipment and offices are available
on flexible licence agreements so that tenants are free
of any long-term letting commitments. The centre
also offers a virtual office service for entrepreneurs
that require a professional address and telephone
answering service. 

For more information, contact Mick Judge, 
Centre Manager, on Tel: 01933 303000 
Email: m.judge@oxin.co.uk www.scottbader-ic.co.uk

About Scott Bader

Scott Bader was established in 1921, and in 1951,
founder Ernest Bader decided to make it a common
trusteeship company and gave away his company to
its employees. Today it is a £180 million multinational
chemical company, employing 600 people
worldwide. Innovation and technical excellence
remain the foundations of the company, which is
focused on the development, production, distribution
and sales of synthetic resins and specialty polymers. 

Scott Bader manufactures a wide range of innovative
composite, adhesive and specialty polymer products
which are used around the world by converters who
produce finished products in a diverse range of
technically demanding industrial markets such as
building and construction, transportation, chemical
containment, wind energy, marine, graphic arts,
textiles and furnishings.

continued overleaf
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Scott Bader’s headquarters is based at Wollaston,
Northamptonshire where it has purpose-built, 
state-of-the-art technical facilities that provide R&D as
well as complete evaluation, testing and application
support. The firm has manufacturing facilities in the
UK, France, Croatia, the Middle East and South Africa.
For more information: www.scottbader.com 

About Oxford Innovation

Oxford Innovation is a leading operator of business
and innovation centres that provide office and
laboratory space to companies throughout the UK.
The company also provides innovation services to
entrepreneurs, including business planning advice,
coaching and mentoring.

Oxford Innovation also manages three highly
successful investment networks that link investors
with entrepreneurs seeking funding from £20,000 to
£2m. During the last five years, the investment
networks have helped over 90 companies raise
£19.5m. For more information: www.oxin.co.uk

Oxford Innovation is part of SQW Group. Other
divisions and associated companies include SQW, a
leading provider of research, analysis and advice on
sustainable economic and social development
solutions to the public and private sectors, and SQW
China, which operates from Hong Kong providing
economic and management consultancy services to
China and the international market. For more
information: www.sqwgroup.com

Shared laboratory space and 
high-quality offices in refurbished

buildings on the company’s 
state-of-the-art R&D headquarters

site at Wollaston

Contact Mick Judge
Centre Manager

01933 303000 
m.judge@oxin.co.uk

D&R Cleaning Services
36 EASTFIELD ROAD, WELLINGBOROUGH NN8 1QU

Contract office cleaning and window cleaning services 
in and around Wellingborough

01933 278921
10% DISCOUNT TO CHAMBER MEMBERS
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Planning and 
Development Advice – 
James Wilson Associates

The process of getting planning consent seems to
gets ever more complex and complicated. Even
though the coalition government is seeking to
simplify the system through the Localism Bill
(currently heading its way through Parliament),
businesses still need to understand what these
changes will mean. How they interact locally with the
Planning Authority and how they implement the
principles of ‘Localism’ could avoid lengthy delays and
costly revisions to their proposals.

James Wilson Associates has been established to help
businesses, developers and other organisation to
negotiate the convoluted web that is the planning
system and to establish an effective dialogue with
local planning authorities for clients. James has been
a planning and regeneration professional working in
Northamptonshire within the public sector for the
past 17 years. Latterly he was Corporate Director of
Development at Wellingborough Council. He has built
up a wealth of knowledge of how the system
operates and can assist firms who are seeking to
establish a new base and location within the County.
Equally he can help existing businesses to expand
their facilities or advise and project manage major
development schemes. He was responsible for the
coordination of the Wellingborough East
development (450ha mixed use scheme) and has
dealt with numerous smaller projects.

James has access to a wide range of associates and
can bring together a project team which can cover
the likely requirements of any development project.

James Wilson Associates
Planning & Development Consultants   
Email:  jwa1@hotmail.co.uk
Mobile: 07832 753197
Tel: 01604 812115
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Jaspers Catering –
New Member

Ever since we, myself and Peter (my husband),
opened our Jasper's catering franchise I have been
overwhelmed by how wonderful our customers are.

Obviously the fact they are customers is fantastic but
I mean the wonderful people, the thanks, kind words
and the great relationships we have built.

Since day one we have been dedicated to finding out
exactly what catering our clients need and then
making sure we deliver and when, on occasions we
don't, holding our hands up and getting is sorted
immediately. Customers are the most important part
of any business – with our catering business they are
everything.

If you have a need for catering, vending, on-site
catering or absolutely anything else to do with food
and drink then I would love to come and see you to
see if we can make your life easier. We have been
open now for almost five years, which has flown by,
and to celebrate we are going to give everyone who
places their first order with us before September 2011
free cupcakes – believe me they are delicious – but
more importantly you will get my total dedication to
making your catering experience a better one. 

Janice Short Call: 01933 400 044 
Email: Janice.short@jaspersonline.co.uk

10th Annual Wellingborough
Beer Festival
Sept 29th – Oct 1st

The doors will open on Thursday 29th September to
the Chamber’s 10th Annual Wellingborough Beer
Festival at All Saints Church Hall in Midland Road.
From midday on Thursday 29th you will be able to
start enjoying the wonderful real ales, ciders and
perries we have chosen for this, our special
anniversary year.

At 7.30pm we present live on stage, Shannondore
(known to many real ale drinkers), who will entertain
us through to 11.30pm. Then at midday on Friday we
open our doors again as the weekend starts early 
(a great opportunity to entertain your business
associates!). Friday night’s entertainment will be from
Dr Busker, a firm favourite with every festival we have
run. We are told that there will be much merriment as
it’s a Friday and few have to worry about work the
following day!!

Then on Saturday you can drink for a further 12
hours, noon to midnight, and again live
entertainment is being provided from 7.30pm.

All ales have been chosen carefully by John Norton
(‘Norty’ as he is know to his many friends or farmer
John as he is sometimes known). I can tell you now
that you are in for a treat as this is our special 10-year
celebration.

Ciders and Perries have been more and more popular
and so for this reason we have increased our selection
this year.

The Scouts as ever will be on hand to serve you real
festival food throughout the whole of the three days
of the festival. And for those not wishing to partake
in ales and ciders (there are people?), then fine wines
and soft drinks will be on sale.

As this is our 10th anniversary we are charging just
£5.00 per day for your ticket but that will include a
pint of ale up to 4.2% (you can have a stronger ale
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and top up the small additional cost or have a cider)
or go for a 2/3 day ticket and pay just £8.00 and get
2 free pints. You will also receive your 1 pint souvenir
beer glass (a true collectors item) to keep and a full
colour festival programme.

Make a date in your diary now so that you keep this
weekend free, you would be mad to miss it.

We will also have a few local brewers at the event so
they are always happy to talk over their ales with you.

Please keep an eye on local press and look out for the
banners that will be going up around town nearer the
event.

We would like to say a big thank you to Weatherbys
and to ISIS for assisting with this year’s event and
hope to see as many of you there as possible.
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DIY probate runs risk

It is entirely possible to apply for probate and deal
with an estate, without seeing a lawyer, but it’s not
without risks, warns legal group, Solicitors for the
Elderly (SFE). 

Many professionally-drafted wills contain trusts to
save tax, to avoid those who inherit paying care fees
and to reduce the likelihood of potential disputes. SFE
members have noticed an increase in ‘DIYers’
returning to them to seek advice when they have
made a mistake or find the paperwork too tricky. Mrs
A’s will had included a tax saving trust, but when her
husband administered the estate, he paid the whole
estate to himself. The solicitor was thankfully able to
sort out the matter and avoid future complications
occurring when Mr A eventually dies. In Mr G’s case,
he sold some shares that had made a gain during the
administration of his late sister’s estate and had to
pay tax. If he had transferred the shares to himself
first, before selling them, he could have avoided the
tax.

Local SFE member, Barry Matthews, a Partner at
QualitySolicitors Wilson Browne said: “People aren’t
always aware of the complexities and assume probate
work is straightforward. It is true that it can be, but it
is just as true that sometimes it isn’t. In all but the
most straightforward cases, it is important to seek
timely specialist legal advice that can actually save you
money and worry.”

Many SFE members’ practices will offer to work in
partnership with the deceased’s family to help and
support them with the legal and technical work. As
elder law specialists, members can even add value to
their work; for example, by identifying cases where
money is owed to the estate for care funding, which
should have been met by the NHS and assist in
making a claim.

For more information, Barry Matthews 
can be contacted at QualitySolicitors Wilson
Browne on 0845 835 3000 or 
Email: bmatthews@qswblaw.com

RJA Designs

My company, RJA Designs, has been in existence for
around 45 years. I am RJA Designs and I offer
architectural services and photography.

I began drawing plans for extensions etc. whilst
working for Wellingborough Urban District Council,
and the photography goes back even further to my
days at Wellingborough Grammar School!

The majority of my work is concerned with
improvements and extensions to domestic properties
(houses!), although I also get involved in new houses,
commercial work, and swimming pools. I have just
completed details for five very exclusive detached
properties to be constructed in Weldon, and have also
just completed plans for a very large Hay Barn.

I also carry out structural steelwork design for
‘knocking out walls’, integral to my drawing work. I
offer a free initial visit to assess the viability of each
job and then quote a fixed price to prepare the
drawings to make the local authority application.

I have been very fortunate, even during the last few
years of recession, to have kept busy without
resorting to advertising my services. I have a ‘core’ of
local builders with whom I have now worked for
many years and work generally filters in through these
and other contacts.

The photography side of the business grew from a
hobby since the age of about 12 (a very long time
ago!). Until about 3 years ago I used to travel all over
this country taking pictures of BMX riders, my son
being current British BMX Champion.

However, I have now stood down from that role and
the commercial side of my photography is mostly
mainly covering Weddings. My wife and I find these
most enjoyable events and really ‘get involved’ with
capturing the special day. We offer a very competitive
service tailored to each couple’s requirements.

Check out www.rjadesigns.co.uk for further
details of our services.
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Advertise at an unbelievably competitive price. Advertise with an insert flyer/leaflet. Reach your fellow members
and their employees, you never know what may result. Contact Jane Olds with your enquiry

Current Advertising rates:-

Style A (quarter page) £12 per issue

Style B (half page) £16 per issue

Style C (full page) £24 per issue

The actual advert size may vary slightly dependant on quantity of
editorial copy per issue. 

Given sufficient notice, you may change each advertisement as you
need and arrange an advert at any time. Annual invoices will be
sent in April for the issues produced during the previous year.

Leaflet insert per Chamber News £18

Chamber News is scheduled to be produced bi-monthly. Inserts will
be invoiced following distribution.
Please contact Jane to arrange your promotional
requirements.

Promote your Business through your Chamber News

WEATHERBYS
printing services

www.weatherbys.co.uk/print-and-sports-publishing/printing-services

Take a look at our range of bespoke print and design solutions and see how they
can be applied to help promote your business.

Situated on your doorstep, our services include:

• Brochures & Booklets • Business Stationery • Calendars 

• Direct Mail & Personalisation • High Quality Bound Books 

• Print Fulfilment • Print Finishing • Print On Demand 

• Private and Wedding Stationery • Promotional Print 

& much, much more.

WE ALSO OFFER TOTAL DESIGN & TYPESETTING SERVICES

take a closer look at your local printer

weatherbys
printing services

01933 440077
printing@weatherbys.co.uk

A

B

C

Get the skills you need to advance your career

We can offer face-to-face advice and 
guidance to help you

Improve your skills, your job, your future  

We can help with Executive Coaching; 
Leadership Mentoring; Skills Assessment; 

Confidence Building; 
Personal Coaching and Business Mentoring

We also offer a wide variety of e-learning and tutor led
training courses to develop your skills

Call 01933 664437 for more information or 
email info@rachelmallows.com

www.rachelmallows.com
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