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other rather than outside the local area. To help
businesses become aware of what others have to offer
and to play host to visiting executives who are
considering locating their businesses within the
Wellingborough area.

It also aims to assist companies who can offer job
opportunities to the young by way of apprenticeships
or other job opportunities.

The launch was very well supported and the
comments already received by the Chamber have been
very encouraging.

The new Chamber web site is now live and this will
also be a springboard for getting companies to tell
others about their new products and news of
happenings within their organisations. We will be
encouraging the use of social media links such as
Twitter and Linkedin to help people keep in contact
and to give us your views.

Further meetings are being planned with an agenda
and we very much hope that business owners and
senior managers will assist with bringing ideas to the
table.

If you would like to know more about the Ambassador
Scheme, please get in touch with the Chamber either
by email on d.cross38@btinternet.com alternatively
visit the website on wellingboroughchamber.co.uk

Wellingborough Launches
Ambassador Scheme

On Wednesday 26th October the Chamber launched it’s
Wellingborough Ambassador Scheme at Weatherby’s
premises on Finedon Road Industrial Estate.

Almost 70 business leaders, councillors and officers of
the Borough Council attended along with the Mayor
of Wellingborough.

To date 17 company executives have agreed to be
official Ambassadors for Wellingborough and we aim
to increase these numbers over the coming weeks. It
does go without saying that all chamber members are
ambassadors for Wellingborough however key people
have been selected to see this project through and we
hope at some stage to form working groups whereby
certain people will become involved in a particular
issue of activity. 

The aim of the scheme is to highlight positive aspects
of Wellingborough, the town, its trading estates, it’s
infrastructure and to work alongside partners such as
the Borough Council, Northampton Enterprise
Partnership and North Northamptonshire Development
Company to better promote Wellingborough.

It aims to increase the partnerships between local
industry and to get them to place business with each
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Chamber Officer &
Executive Team
Responsibilities for
2011/2012
Alan Piggot President 01933 624222
Directing Chamber Business & All Activity.

Al Varilone Deputy President 01933 276147
Support Chamber President 

David Cross Chamber Secretary 01933 652252
Administration Activity – TCP Board Member

Susan Moloney Treasurer Via Secretary
Financial Stability/Chamber Member Subscriptions 

Mick Judge Committee Member 01933 303000
Ambassador Co-ordinator

James Wilson Committee Member 01604 812115
Ambassador Co-ordinator & Publicity           

Stewart Childs Committee Member 01933 651863
Chamber Website Co-ordinator

Steve Rees Committee Member 01933 378207
Membership Co-ordinator

Val Adaway Committee Member 07853 189194
Support Chamber Activity

Margaret Baldry Committee Member 01933 223909
Support Chamber Activity

Alan Warwick Past President Committee Member
Support Chamber Activity 01933 224981

Bob Allen Past President Committee Member
Support Chamber Activity 01933 383316

As we are each aware, it is paramount that together we achieve
greater influence, involvement, publicity in all areas of importance
to the Chamber, its members & the business community within
Wellingborough & District. This will only be attained by the
Executive Committee being purposeful & committed, through
participating in Chamber activity now & in the future. 

Chamber Advice Lines
We are pleased to announce that six of our 
professional members have agreed to offer an advice
line facility for members. This will allow an initial
consultation of around thirty minutes free of any
charge but to qualify members MUST IDENTIFY
themselves as members of THIS CHAMBER. 

The businesses offering their services are: 
Wilson Browne Solicitors 
Oxford Street 
Contact Dick Smart on all matters except criminal
law on 01933 279000 

Marshman Price Business Rescue & Insolvency
Wellingborough 
Contact Alan Price on 01933 270918 

Isis Business Solutions
Venture Court, 2 Debdale Road, Wellingborough 
Contact Mark Hollyman on all financial matters on
0845 345 7785 

R.J.A. Designs Architectural Services 
Wellingborough
Contact Bob Allen on building projects 
(both new and alterations) on 01933 383316

BRI Business Recovery and Insolvency
St James Road, Northampton 
Contact John Warburton for any business recovery
matters on 01604 754352 

Prop-Search.com – Commercial Property
Agents/Consultants
Venture Ct, 2 Debdale Road, Wellingborough
Contact Simon Toseland/Chris Billon on
01933 223300

Viewpoint
You are invited to have your
say on appropriate topics
concerning business, local
matters, social etc. Contact 
Jane Olds on 01933 440077.
Next issue Spring 2012,
copy to be received by the
end of January.

Wellingborough Chamber News
Summer 2011

Wellingborough for Business. Business for Wellingborough

banks are still very reluctant to loan the money

unless you are a blue chip organization. 
I have noticed changes in pattern for my own

business, it’s a little bit like a roller coaster ride,

one week you are up and the next you are down,

very unpredictable. Cash flow is one of the most

important parts to running a successful business,

but getting clients to pay on time is not as easy as

it seems, but if we all did it we would find we

spend less time chasing money and more time

selling.

Trading locally can also assist our local economy

and help to maintain jobs. On many occasions it is

not possible to buy or sell locally, but if we can

source this way it is sure to have a positive effect.

The FSB (Federation for Small Businesses),

champions this cause.The Chamber will be launching a new initiative this

Autumn which we hope will help to encourage

this along with attracting new business to the

area.

We always welcome feedback from members and

non members of the chamber, so if you do have

anything to say or would like your business

featured in our future newsletters, get in touch

with David Cross or myself. You will find our

details on page 2.

Al Piggot, President

Boom or Gloom!!Well it may not be that way for everyone, but on

the whole most businesses I have been speaking

with, have told me that business is on the move

again, upwards and not downwards.
The trend is very encouraging in the small business

sector in the main, however many small, medium

and large organizations are feeling the pinch at

the loss of business from the public service sector

including local government where contracts have

been lost.
The old saying ‘when the going get tough – the

tough get going’ could well be why many small

businesses are thriving. When you run a small

business you do get out of bed early, you do

attend networking groups and you do chase

everything that moves. I’m not saying that larger

businesses do not do the same but there is that

personal ownership that small individuals have

that keeps that energy flowing.The CBI (Confederation of British Industry) has said

that UK manufacturing is reporting healthy order

books and this is going to continue for some time

yet, The Olympics next year may also be very

profitable for business in our area, especially those

who have been able to supply goods and services.

We would love to hear from you and welcome you

to submit editorial for our next publication in

September.
In fact we welcome any success stories from

chamber members and those who may not as yet

have joined the Wellingborough Chamber of

Commerce.
According to Underwoods Commercial, the sale or

rent of commercial properties is still a little slow,

however in Wellingborough they have just let two

substantial sites, one being sixty one and half

thousand feet and the other 35 thousand feet.

Many small businesses want to expand to larger

premises or purchase new equipment, but the
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N J Wilson, Weatherbys
“The Wellingborough Chamber of Commerce launch of the
Ambassador Scheme held on 26th October, 2011 was well supported
with many representatives from over 50 local businesses in attendance.
Weatherbys were delighted at having been asked to hold the launch at
our head office on the Finedon Road Industrial Estate.
Having been one of the larger employers in the town for some 30+
years we are strong advocates of this scheme and hope to be involved
in several of its  projects over the coming months and years.
I was personally overwhelmed by the passion and commitment of
those Chamber’s Executive Committee Members who are spearheading
this campaign and hope to be able to assist with future strategies for
the area by becoming actively  involved in supporting the ‘talking up’
of our town and all that it has to offer.”

James Wilson, James Wilson Associates Ltd
“The Wellingborough Ambassador Scheme is a great way to bring
businesses together and to give them a voice for issues which they feel
are important and need to be campaigned for.
There are lots of great companies located in the Borough, both large
and small, and I hope that the Ambassadors Scheme will help to
promote these businesses and what they are doing and to shine a
spotlight on Wellingborough as a whole. The launch event was very
well supported and it was encouraging to see so many businesses that
are willing to get involved. I am looking forward to working with the
Ambassadors that have already signed up and new ones we intend to
recruit to help put Wellingborough on the map and promote the
growth and development of the Borough.”

Roger Osborne, RAO Stationers Ltd
“Following the successful launch of the Ambassador scheme. I am
delighted to be one of Wellingborough’s Ambassadors, and I am sure
this pro-active initiative will encourage new business into the
Wellingborough area.  My company RAO Stationers Ltd has been in
Wellingborough from its inception since 1992, and we have always
found trade to remain fairly buoyant when times are hard, or in
recession.  Wellingborough is in the centre of the countries motorway
complex, this gives it easy access to airports and shipping ports just a
few hours away.  The town has five business and industrial estates,
always expanding, this gives plenty of scope for interactive company
business, promoting the growth and development of
Wellingborough.”

Ben Thomas, BMT Sales & Marketing
“I am delighted that Wellingborough now has an Ambassadors
Scheme. Business owners and residents should be very excited by this
news, as it means our voice is stronger than ever before, and our town
will now change for the better. I am very proud to be a Wellingborough
Ambassador and looking forward to the future.”

Philip Bruce, Scott Bader Company Limited 
“I am delighted to represent Scott Bader as a Wellingborough
Ambassador! I believe that this is an excellent idea to promote the
benefits of operating in Wellingborough. At Scott Bader we are excited
about the potential to attract start up companies to the new
Innovation Centre on the picturesque Wollaston Site.” 

N J Wilson,
Weatherbys

Alan Piggott,
Promote It!

Simon Toseland, 
Prop-Search.com

Ben Thomas, 
BMT Sales & 
Marketing

Bhupendra Patel, 
Wellingborough 
Mayor

James Wilson,
James Wilson
Associates Ltd
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Chambers 10th Anniversary
Beer Festival

An ENORMOUS thank you to all who attended the
Chambers 10th Anniversary Beer Festival at All Saints
Church Hall over the weekend of 29th Sept - Oct 1st.

I think I can say without doubt this was our biggest
event to date and it was backed by the most fantastic
weather we could have ever wished for. Astonishing to
think that in late September early October we would be
basking in the high 70s mid 80s., but thanks to this the
beer garden was full and as much merriment went on
out there as it did in the hall.

We have had tremendous feedback from our visitors as
to how enjoyable they found the entertainment over the
three days of the festival and we must say a huge thank
you to all our three acts for their continuous
entertaining every evening in what was a very hot hall!

The new entry system of a free first pint with a token
was a real hit with nearly everyone as this in fact reduced
the entry price from previous years. So successful in fact
that we will be doing the same again next year.

The range of beers from both the local area and further
afield were greeted with wonderful enthusiasm by our
discerning drinkers and many were tempted to try some
of the powerful ales in the 6 -9 per cent region. Proving
the popularity of ciders and perries, all sold out on the
saturday evening.

The Scouts kept their promise to keep everyone well fed
and they have told me that they have never in the history
of our beer festivals been so busy serving food. The
Chamber are delighted to say that with the profits they
are going to support the local Rotarians with money for
their projects.

Thanks must go to our many sponsors also who include
Weatherby's, ISIS, Cougar Flex Hydraulics, Barton
Telecom, Elysium Online, Turnell and Odell Ltd, Rob
Adaway Structural Solutions, W Norton & Sons, Promote
it Ltd, Oakham Ales, Potbelly Brewery and our programme
supporters, Swansgate, Santa Pod, Sywell Aerodrome,
C R Potter & Sons and The Utility Warehouse.
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If you attended please let us know what you liked most and
what we can do to improve on our festivals in the future.

We will almost certainly be back with our Waendel Beer
festival next May so if you would like a piece of the
action and want to sponsor our beer glasses or a barrel
of beer or even place an advertisement in our full colour
programme call Alan Piggot at the Wellingborough
Chamber and he will be pleased to advise on cost.

Presentation by the Chamber Secretary to the
Wellingborough Rotary President of £300, this donation
results from a very successful 'tenth' annual Chamber
Beer Festival held in all Saints Church Hall at the end of
September. The donation will go toward Rotary Charities
both overseas (£150) for a water survival box as
explained further to the right of this article and a new
local Rotary Charity (£150), as yet to be decided by the
Rotary Club. Hopefully the Chamber will be able to
donate each year toward Rotary charities resulting from
successful festivals.

DC Chamber Secretary.

Happy Beer Festival Customers

WorldWaterWorks -
Water Survival Box

The Water Survival Box is a rigid, reinforced 54 litre
plastic container that becomes a receptacle for water
when emptied of survival items, it includes a filtration
pack including chlorine tablets – enough for family of 4
for some 4 months, plus essential survival items, as well
as a basic shelter – via tarpaulin sheet. The box is filled
with new items that people who have lost everything
would need to survive.

They include a container to collect water. Mugs to drink
out of, cooking pots, bowls to eat from, spoons, anti-
septic spray, cotton materials and needles and thread to
make basic clothes. Basic tools, Tarpaulin and bungee
cords to make simple shelter.

Water Survival Box with different Cooking Options –
decided by type of disaster, victim needs, remaining
infrastructure, and climatic conditions.

The product precisely tailored to disaster area, to target
the immediate need of drinking, eating, cooking.

Boxes available from Stock, all new items of high quality.
All non-consumable items have a minimum 6 months
life in daily use.

It is a fully paid for product full of new items and does
not need filling by external organisations. The new items
will be tailored to suit the disaster locations. The cost of
a survival box Box is £150. 

Purchases can be made online and we would appreciate
your support. 

WorldWaterWorks is managed by the Rotary Club of
Chelwood Bridge.
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Shared laboratory space and 
high-quality offices in refurbished

buildings on the company’s 
state-of-the-art R&D headquarters

site at Wollaston

Contact Mick Judge
Centre Manager

01933 303000 
m.judge@oxin.co.uk

D&R Cleaning Services
36 EASTFIELD ROAD, WELLINGBOROUGH NN8 1QU

Contract office cleaning and window cleaning services 
in and around Wellingborough

01933 278921
10% DISCOUNT TO CHAMBER MEMBERS

This production is deliberately not protected by copyright,
thus enabling you to copy your original and circulate within
your organisation. Please remember your organisation is the
Chamber Member, this means each of your employees. 
So, enable everyone to read this publication. Extra copies can
be provided if requested. 
The Editor.
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Wellingborough BID Update
15th September 2011

On March 17th 2011 Wellingborough BID received a
YES vote and Wellingborough BID Limited was
incorporated on 1st June 2011. During July and August
all levy paying businesses were asked to become
members of the Limited Company and consider
standing for election to the BID Board. Bills were also
sent out during August and collection is ongoing with
BCW. On 5th September 2011 a General 

Meeting of BID Members was held where 13 Directors
were formally appointed by resolution of the members.

During the BID consultation phase, consistent feedback
from traders was that they believed Wellingborough had
never been well marketed. One of the BID’s main
projects is to address this issue with a tailored marketing
campaign, the campaign will have a number of aims
including:

• Promoting the town but also the businesses within in it

• Inspiring local customer loyalty by highlighting what
Wellingborough does have to offer

• Increasing and sustaining footfall both to and within
the town as a whole

• Encouraging an increased customer spend within the
town

The BID Director’s, with newly appointed marketing
agency, Wellingborough Creative, have put together an
exciting and engaging new brand and marketing
strategy, to build consumer confidence and get the
people of Wellingborough talking about local
businesses.

Mick Wilson, Rutherfords Locksmiths, Board Chairman,
outlines ‘The Discover Wellingborough marketing
campaign includes an interactive website for the town
and all town centre businesses, sector advertising

business workshops,
radio, press and bill
board advertising. The
aim of our marketing will
be to increase awareness
of businesses, promote
your offers and result in
increased footfall and
spend through your tills.’

The fist marketing campaign is to drive local people into
the town centre for the switching on of the Christmas
lights. The BID is working with the Borough Council of
Wellingborough to support their annual Christmas lights
switch on. This has resulted in a change from its usual
time as we want to encourage visitors to shop whilst
they are here for the event. The new start time is
3.00pm with the switch on at 5.00pm. 

During November every business will receive vouchers to
hand out to their customers when they spend £10 or
more. Customers need to complete their details and
hand in the voucher at the ‘Discover Wellingborough’
stand at the Christmas lights switch on. The prize of
£1,000 will be presented just before our Christmas lights
are illuminated. The more people spend in your
businesses the higher the chance of their winning
£1,000.

The BID Business Plan, in addition to marketing, makes
provision for a number of projects around the theme of
the Environment including that of reducing the cost to
BID area businesses of their trade waste collection and
working towards Wellingborough becoming a zero
carbon town. The BID andThink3e, a Wellingborough
based social enterprise company, have introduced a free
recycling scheme for all BID area businesses,  Think3e
collect weekly, with businesses choosing to use either
bins or bags. Nearly 100 businesses are taking part
already, with new ones joining weekly, the BID has
received really positive feedback on how this free
collection has reduced businesses trade waste collection
bills, in many cases it will more than pay for the BID levy.
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The first six months 2011 proved to be a busy time in the
world of commercial property locally, delivering more
activity than we’ve seen for over four years.

Whilst the market has still to face and address some
difficult times, there is a gentle undercurrent of action
building up with companies making the decision to
expand – albeit subject to a healthy dollop of caution .  

Certainly we have seen evidence of this, having sold or let
over 800,000 sq ft of commercial space within
Northamptonshire in the first six months of this year
alone!  Indeed, Prop-Search was recently awarded best
‘Deal Maker’ in Northamptonshire for 2010/2011 by EGi
(the online arm of the Estates Gazette, a national property
publication and industry ‘bible’).

Whilst the number of leasehold deals completed has far
outweighed freehold transactions, the number of
properties let or sold gives a clear indication that
businesses continue to push for expansion despite difficult
economic conditions.  

The main issue today is the availability of supply.  This
scenario is the result of an improvement in certain sectors
of the economy through organic growth, whilst the
commercial development industry has been brought to its
knees.  The lack of development during the recession (and
the failure of many local authorities to release more land
for development) has meant that the only accommodation
available to companies looking to expand is through the
second hand market releasing suitable buildings – and this
has been and remains a very limited market.

All deals still remain price sensitive, but there is evidence of
a hardening in values and the terms upon which deals are
agreed.

2011 through 2012 will continue to present challenging
trading conditions and growth will continue to be
hindered by a combination of the economic climate and
poor supply issues.  Nevertheless Prop-Search is pleased to
report that its market share continues to grow (we have
one of the strongest portfolios in the region) and that we
have a significant number of development opportunities
that will begin to release both new and second hand stock
to the market.

Further information can be obtained from prop-search –
Tel: 01933 223300 or by visiting its website:
www.prop-search.com

The commercial property
market is alive and kicking
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• Sales and Lettings
• Property Management

• Development
• Investments

• Ratings
• Valuations

• Rent Reviews
• Advice

www.prop-search.com
01933 22 33 00  

Venture Court • 2 Debdale Road • Wellingborough 
Northamptonshire • NN8 5AA

Simon Toseland Chris Billson Samantha Jones

Peter Sullivan David Robbins Rosie Bowers

providing commercial property solutions across Northamptonshire

Can you offer a
straight path…??

Do you believe that some people deserve a second
chance in life? If so, The Mallows Company would like
to hear from you.

Working in partnership with the Northamptonshire
Probation Trust (NPT), the Company has recently
launched a new project to keep ex-offenders out of
prison by helping them to find sustained employment.
Such opportunities can reduce re-offending rates by as
much as 50%, thereby saving the UK an estimated £11
billion per year, not to mention the difference it makes to
the life of the offender, his family and the local community.

So why should you consider employing an ex-offender?

• Most of those with a criminal record have committed
a one-off crime often as a juvenile and which was
carried out during a troubled period in their life

• A criminal record does not always mean a lack of
skills, qualifications or experience

• Employers of ex-offenders say their experiences are far
more positive than negative, remarking that they are
reliable and often more motivated to succeed

• Re-offending in employment is very rare

• The Mallows Company’s expert staff can offer tailored
support including, where applicable, advice on interview
procedure, offence disclosure and risk assessment

Thousands of people who have committed an offence
regret their past and, with the help and support of a
regular income, turn their lives around to become fully
integrated into the work environment. 

If you feel you that you can offer ex-offenders that
chance by considering their application alongside those
of others, or would like to know more about the project,
please contact Rachel Mallows at The Mallows Company
on 01933 664437 or email rachel@rachelmallows.com
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Introducing X NET™.

Hampton Steel Ltd, one of the UK’s premier manufac-
turers of wire fencing and related products, launched
their revolutionary XNET™ fencing system at their
factory in Wellingborough on Friday 16th September. 

With support from Peter Bone MP and key industry
representatives from UK and EIRE, Hampton’s Chairman,
Christopher Durham, introduced a newly rebranded
Hampton Steel and company video, followed by, factory
tours to view the £1million XNET™ machine, now in use
at Hamptons.

XNET™ is the newest addition to Hampton’s long list of
favourites which include, hinge joint fencing, barbed
wire, chain link fencing, line wires and staples and
hexagonal wire netting.  Manufactured on the only
machine of its kind in Europe, XNET™ takes wire fencing
to a whole new level in terms of versatility and strength.
“Customers really can specify their own configurations”
said Mark Johnson, Managing Director of Hampton
Steel Ltd.

Spacings of the stay wires can be anything from 2 inches
to 48 inches while the new machine gives the ability to
space the line wires at 1 inch increments between 2
inches and 10 inches.  This versatility really is revolu-
tionary; apertures can be set to help guard against
injuries to smaller animals including foals and lambs or
entrapment of heads. 

Featuring an animal and people friendly X shaped
knotted joint, XNET™’s wires are locked tight to provide
a superior fence with superior strength. 

XNET™ can also be produced with hinged upper or
lower sections, to exclude unwanted animals such as
burrowing badgers and scaling otters.

XNET™ for badgers can provide a real help to prevent
the spread of Bovine TB. 

X NET™ uses less wire than other similar designs,
without compromising on fence rigidity and strength.

More secure – X NET™ requires every line wire to be cut
to gain access making it a secure option.

Easier to erect – advanced technology of the design
makes the high tensile X NET™ almost self-supporting
and easier to erect.

Cost benefits – less sagging so requiring fewer posts
providing tangible labour and material cost savings.

A true revolution for wire fencing, suitable for:-
Agriculture
Equine
Zoos
Animal Parks
Commercial 
Leisure
Security

User specifiable configurations.

Hampton’s full product range can be viewed at their new
website www.hamptonsteel.co.uk or contact Sales on
01933 234070 or email sales@hamptonsteel.co.uk

The Future of UK Manufactured Wire Fencing Arrives in
Wellingborough
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Advertise at an unbelievably competitive price. Advertise with an insert flyer/leaflet. Reach your fellow members
and their employees, you never know what may result. Contact Jane Olds with your enquiry

Current Advertising rates:-

Style A (quarter page) £12 per issue

Style B (half page) £16 per issue

Style C (full page) £24 per issue

The actual advert size may vary slightly dependant on quantity of
editorial copy per issue. 

Given sufficient notice, you may change each advertisement as you
need and arrange an advert at any time. Annual invoices will be
sent in April for the issues produced during the previous year.

Leaflet insert per Chamber News £18

Chamber News is scheduled to be produced bi-monthly. Inserts will
be invoiced following distribution.
Please contact Jane to arrange your promotional
requirements.

Promote your Business through your Chamber News

A

B

C

Get the skills you need to advance your career

We can offer face-to-face advice and 
guidance to help you

Improve your skills, your job, your future  

We can help with Executive Coaching; 
Leadership Mentoring; Skills Assessment; 

Confidence Building; 
Personal Coaching and Business Mentoring

We also offer a wide variety of e-learning and tutor led
training courses to develop your skills

Call 01933 664437 for more information or 
email info@rachelmallows.com

www.rachelmallows.com

WEATHERBYS
printing services

www.weatherbys.co.uk

Take a look at our range of bespoke print and design solutions 

and see how they can be applied to help promote your business.

• Posters • Flyers • Banners • Signage
• Brochures & Booklets • Stationery • Calendars 

• Direct Mail & Personalisation • High Quality Bound Books 
• Print Fulfilment • Print Finishing • Print On Demand 

• Wedding Stationery & much, much more.

WE ALSO OFFER COMPLETE DESIGN & TYPESETTING SERVICES

take a closer look at our range of print solutions

weatherbys
printing services

01933 440077
printing@weatherbys.co.uk
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